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The Boating Safety Circular is a
product of the United States Coast
Guard'’s Office of Auxiliary and
Boating Safety — Boating Safety
Division — Recreational Boating
Product Assurance Branch,
Commandant (BSX-23),
2703 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE,
Stop 7501, Washington, DC
20593-7501
Email: rbscompliance@uscg.mil

Visit the U.S. Coast

Guard at the 2026
International Boat

WiBex

Builders’ Exhibition & Conference
(IBEX) in Tampa, FL.

he Recreational Boating Product

Assurance Branch will be hosting a
booth (Booth #3-2232) at the 2026 IBEX
show from October 6th - 8th. The booth
staff will be available to answer
questions and educate show attendees on
USCQG requirements for recreational
boats and how to comply with them.
Please stop by and say hello!

About the Recreational Boating
Product Assurance Branch
Responsible for developing,
maintaining and enforcing recreational
boat manufacturing safety regulations,
Branch staff attend IBEX every year to
educate IBEX attendees on Coast Guard
requirements. Valuable information for

builders, including the Boat Builder's
Handbook, educational videos, and
Coast Guard policies, may be found at
www.safeafloat.com. Additional
boating safety information may be found
at www.uscgboating.org.

About IBEX

The world’s leading technical boat-
building showcase, IBEX delivers a
unique forum where the marine industry
can do business, share ideas, and
accelerate new product development.
IBEX keeps people connected to the
products, technology, people, and
training that are advancing the industry.
|

The Boating Safety Circular is for
information only. No Federal Statutes
or Regulations are established or
changed in this circular.

https://safeafloat.com/boat-builders-
handbook/

www.uscgboating.org
www.safeafloat.com

Boat Capacity Labels - A new
approach

he U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) has
issued policy letter BSX 23 Policy
#26-01 recognizing ABYC S-7 2026 as

review. The result is newly designed
boat capacity labels that improve
comprehensibility and displays

additional guidance for both the industry

=== === === = anequivalent level of safety to the
| and consumers.

S ubscribe | current regulations.

click here to subscribe to the BSC, 1

— e e e s o o o wd

https://safeafloat.com/policies-letters/ With the range of outboard types on

The Boating Safety Circular (BSC) and
other important U.S. Coast Guard
notices for recreational boat manufac-
turers are delivered by the GovDelivery
system using the following address:
uscoast-
guard@service.govdelivery.com.

To ensure you receive the BSC and
other notices please whitelist this email
address or add it to your safe senders
list.

the market, the weight for a given
horsepower engine can vary widely. The
revised ABYC S-7 Boat Capacity Label
for outboard boats provides a maximum
outboard motor running weight. This
additional rating confirms the designed
engine weight on the transom.

Technology in boats and their
propulsion systems continue to evolve.
Boat capacity labels haven’t seen a
significant design change since 1980.
The standards that support maximum
capacity and labeling of boats recently
went through a rigorous technical
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“manufacturers may
now begin using
the new
design capacity
label as an alternative
to the capacity
label required in 33
CFR 183 Subpart B”

8YC

What this means is that boat
manufacturers may now begin using
the new design capacity label as an
alternative to the capacity label required in
33 CFR 183 Subpart B. Details on the new
label can be found in the July 2026
publication of ABYC S-7. Of special note
for builders of vessels covered by
regulation for capacity and flotation of
monohulled boats less than 20 feet in
length. If utilizing this alternative label,
capacity shall be determined using ABYC
H-5, Boat Load Capacity, in lieu of 33
CFR 183 Subpart C, including the
application of designated occupant

positions. Additionally, due to the ability
to easily repower these smaller

vessels, regardless of what weight is
posted for maximum horsepower,
compliance with Safe Loading and
Flotation will be established

utilizing test weights as defined in ABYC
S-30 Outboard Engine an Related
Equipment Weights or 33 CFR 183.75 for
testing and compliance purposes.

Here is an example of a new label for
an outboard powered boat under 20 ft in
length:

U.S. COAST GUARD

MAXIMUM CAPACITIES

XX i

-+

NOT
EXCEEDING

exceeome XXXX LB
ﬂ XXX HP excteomne

XXXX LB

XXXX LB

Save The Date:
Risk Mitigation Series 11
Enlightening the Industry on Lights,
Batteries, and Warnings

The Risk Mitigation Series is a free,
online event dedicated to improving safety
in recreational boat design and construction.
Sessions are recorded for later viewing.

Series 11 will be held on November 5,
2026 from 1 PM -3 PM

For updates or to register for free, please
visit
https://www.abycinc.org/riskmitigation.

To access past recordings, visit
www.abycinc.org/USCGwebinars.
|
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“This initiative represents
an evolution from
traditional compliance
inspections”

“this new approach
emphasizes partnership
with manufacturers to
improve compliance
before problems reach
consumers’”

Factory Visits 2.0: Strengthening
Recreational Boat Safety Through
Collaboration and Compliance

he U.S. Coast Guard's Office of

Auxiliary & Boating Safety is
introducing an enhanced approach to
recreational boat manufacturer factory
visits. This initiative represents an
evolution from traditional compliance
inspections toward a more collaborative
process focused on improving safety,
encouraging continuous improvement, and
helping manufacturers navigate an
increasingly complex regulatory and
technological environment.

The recreational boating industry
continues to evolve with new materials,
propulsion systems, electrical
technologies, and manufacturing methods.
As innovation accelerates, so does the
need to ensure that boats entering the
marketplace continue to meet federal
safety regulations while incorporating
recognized industry best practices. This
redesigned approach is designed to meet
that challenge.

The Legal Foundation

The Coast Guard's authority to inspect
recreational boat manufacturers is well
established under 46 U.S.C. Chapter 43,
which authorizes inspections, testing,
research, and compliance activities.
Manufacturers are required to maintain
records and provide access to facilities and
documentation necessary for determining
compliance with federal regulations. These
authorities are supported by regulations
contained in 33 CFR Parts 179, 181, and
183, which govern defect notification,
manufacturer responsibilities, and
recreational boat construction standards.

Rather than viewing inspections simply
as enforcement activities, this new
approach emphasizes partnership with
manufacturers to improve compliance
before problems reach consumers.

Purpose
The primary objectives of the program
are to:

e Ensure compliance with federal

recreational boat regulations.

e Evaluate how effectively voluntary
industry standards support safety.

e (Collaborate with manufacturers on
Coast Guard requirements and best
practices.

e Encourage continuous improvement in
manufacturing processes.

e Promote thorough technical
documentation.

e Ultimately ensure that safe boats reach
the recreational boating public
This proactive approach benefits both
manufacturers and consumers by reducing
defects, improving consistency, and
strengthening confidence in the
recreational boating industry.

The Current Inspection Program

The scope of the Coast Guard's
oversight activities continues to expand.
During 2025, the Recreational Boating
Product Assurance Branch oversaw
approximately:

e 370 manufacturer visits
e 30 boat tests
e 25 educational visits

e 200 retail boat inspections

10 boat show visits

These activities provide valuable insight
into manufacturing practices throughout
the recreational marine industry while
helping identify opportunities for outreach
and education. That said, the Coast Guard
focused solely on compliance with federal
regulations. This approach misses an
opportunity to evaluate compliance with
industry best practices for critical safety
systems. For example, only a small
percentage of Coast Guard visits evaluated
machinery and electrical systems (only
inboard gasoline powered contain with
federal regulations) to any standard.

Inspection Versus Audit

One of the most important concepts
introduced in Factory Visits 2.0 is the

Next page P
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“an audit examines
whether the company's
processes consistently

produce compliant

boats”

“Correcting a
deficiency fixes
today's problem.
Correcting an audit
finding helps prevent
tomorrow's problem.”

distinction between an inspection and an
audit.

An inspection evaluates whether a
specific boat, component, or
manufacturing step complies with defined
regulatory requirements. Inspectors
examine measurable characteristics such
as installation, dimensions, hardware,
labeling, or workmanship. The result is
typically a determination of compliance or
noncompliance for a specific item.

An audit, by contrast, evaluates the
effectiveness of the manufacturer's overall
quality management system. Rather than
asking whether a single boat meets
requirements, an audit examines whether
the company's processes consistently
produce compliant boats.

Audits may review:

e Design controls
Manufacturing procedures
Employee training
Calibration systems
Process documentation
Internal quality records

Corrective action systems
This distinction shifts attention from
simply identifying problems to
understanding why they occurred and how
they can be prevented in the future. This
approach can identify areas to improve
recreational boating safety irrespective of
federal requirements.

Deficiencies Versus Findings

It is important to distinguish between
inspection deficiencies and audit
findings.

An inspection deficiency refers to a
specific instance where a boat or
component fails to meet a regulatory
requirement. These issues typically require
repair, rework, or correction before
compliance can be achieved.

An audit finding, however, identifies
weaknesses in the manufacturer's
processes or management systems.
Examples may include missing
procedures, inconsistent documentation,
inadequate training, or ineffective quality
controls.

Correcting a deficiency fixes today's
problem.

Correcting an audit finding helps
prevent tomorrow's problem.

This systems-based approach
encourages long-term improvements rather
than repeated corrections of the same
issues.

Preparing for a Factory Visit
Preparation plays a significant role in
a successful inspection.

Prior to a visit, manufacturers should
have readily available information such as:
e Types of vessels produced
e Production volumes

Current models

Capacity calculations
Flotation calculations
Powering calculations

First purchaser records
Having this information organized
allows both the manufacturer and the
Coast Guard to focus on technical
discussions rather than document retrieval,
making the visit more efficient and
productive.

What to Expect During a Factory
Visit

Factory Visits 2.0 will follow a
structured process designed to promote
consistency while minimizing disruption
to manufacturing operations.

The visit typically begins with an
opening meeting where introductions are
made, objectives are reviewed, and the
scope of the inspection is confirmed.

Inspectors then conduct a document
review, examining engineering
calculations, procedures, technical records,
previous inspection reports, and corrective
actions from earlier visits.

The next phase consists of on-site
observations and interviews. Coast Guard
personnel observe manufacturing
processes, examine boats under
construction, and verify compliance with
applicable regulations while discussing
production methods with company
personnel.

After collecting evidence, inspectors
evaluate any regulatory deficiencies or
audit findings before conducting a closing
meeting. During this discussion,
preliminary observations are presented,
supporting evidence is reviewed, and
manufacturers have an opportunity to ask
questions or provide clarification.

Next page P
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“the program aims to
strengthen compliance
while encouraging
manufacturers to
continuously improve
their products and

»

processes.

“Since its inception in
1944, the magazine
has remained
dedicated to the open
and fair discussion of
maritime safety”

Following the visit, a formal report
documents the results and identifies any
corrective actions that may be necessary.
Manufacturers are generally expected to
respond within approximately 30 days
with their proposed corrective actions.

A Partnership for Safer Boating

Factory Visits 2.0 represents more than
an inspection program—it reflects a
commitment to partnership between the
Coast Guard and recreational boat
manufacturers.

By combining regulatory oversight,
accident analysis, technical expertise, and
collaborative engagement, the program

aims to strengthen compliance while
encouraging manufacturers to
continuously improve their products and
processes.

The ultimate measure of success is not
the number of inspections completed or
deficiencies identified. Success is
measured by safer boats on the water,
fewer accidents, and greater confidence
among the boating public.

Through education, collaboration, and
continuous improvement, Factory Visits
2.0 helps ensure that innovation in
recreational boating is matched by an
equally strong commitment to safety. B

urnal of Safety & Security at Sea

PROCEEDINGS

Vou. 83, No. of the Maj

RECREATIONAL BOATING SAFETY
(n]

RESPONSIBI

he Proceedings of the Marine Safety

& Security Council, more commonly
known as the Coast Guard Proceedings
Magazine, stands as the official journal of
the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG). This
publication, issued three times a year,
serves as a vital communications link,
disseminating crucial information to a
broad audience that includes maritime
industry stakeholders, USCG personnel,
and the wider maritime community.

Since its inception in 1944, the
magazine has remained dedicated to the
open and fair discussion of maritime
safety, offering a platform for all
interested parties to share their insights
and perspectives. This valuable resource is
available to mariners and the public free of
charge, in both print and digital formats.

For those who make their living on the

A Mariner’s Must-
Read: The Coast

Guard Proceedings

The most recent edition
might be of interest to

you!

water, the Coast Guard Proceeding
Magazine is an indispensable tool,
offering a wealth of information that
directly impacts their safety and
professional lives.

The most recent edition of the
magazine focuses entirely on Recreational
Boating Safety—a topic of direct
relevance to the boat manufacturing
sector. This issue highlights the
collaborative initiatives between the
USCQG, state authorities, National
Association of Boating Law
Administrators (NASBLA), American
Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC), the
Coast Guard Auxiliary, non-profit groups,
and commercial partners. Together, these
entities cooperate to decrease maritime
casualties, bolster regulations, upgrade
vessel safety standards, analyze statistical

Next page P
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Note: Always check
here for the most up-
to-date list of area

assignments:

https://
safeafloat.com/your-

factory-inspector/

data, and support operator training.

For boat builders and marine
equipment manufacturers, staying aligned
with the insights in this issue is an
essential step toward engineering safer,
more compliant, and highly competitive
vessels to be used on America’s
waterways.

You can read or subscribe to the latest
issue of the Coast Guard Proceeding

Magazine online here:
https://www.dco.uscg.mil/Featured-Content,
Proceedings-Magazine

Or by using the QR Code below

USCG Recreational Boating Product
Assurance Branch (CG-BSX-23) Staff

Mr. Jeff Ludwig: Branch Chief
Jeffrey.A.Ludwig(@uscg.mil

Mr. Eric Johnson: Senior Engineer
Eric.A.Johnson@uscg.mil

Mr. Kevin Ferrie:
Engineering/Manufacturer Outreach
Kevin.B.Ferrie@uscg.mil

Mr. Todd Williams:
Engineering/Manufacturer Outreach
Philip.T.Williams@uscg.mil

Mr. Tim Rafter: RBS Specialist
Timothy.M.Rafter2(@uscg.mil

CWO Jason Latiolais: Safety Compliance
Officer

Jason.M.Latiolais@uscg.mil

Mr. Will Hillyer: RBS Specialist [ |
William. Y .Hillyer@uscg.mil
Compliance Inspectors

Dave Beery
Project Manager
Compliance Associate

dbeery@ppgmarine.com
FL (part), GA

Tony Garrison

Compliance Inspector
tgarrison@ppgmarine.com

CA, GU, IL, IN, KS, MI, MO, MP, NV,
OK, UVI, TX

Stephen Kynaston

Compliance Inspector
skynaston@ppgmarine.com

AK, AL, AR, HI, IA, ID, MN, MS, MT,
ND, NE, OR, SD, WA, WI, WY

Bryan Teague
Compliance Inspector

bteague@ppgmarine.com
DC, DE, NC, NJ, NY, PA, WV

Aron Brewer
Compliance Inspector

abrewer@ppgmarine.com
FL (part) , SC, LA

Rick Curtis

Compliance Inspector
reurtis@ppgmarine.com

CT, KY, MA, MD, ME, NH, OH, RI, TN,
VA, VT

Lowell Weidman
Compliance Inspector

Iweidman@ppgmarine.com
AZ, CO, NM, UT

Max Vincent

Compliance Inspector
mvincent@ppgmarine.com
South FL, PR

|
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Calendar of Events

American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC)

Risk Mitigation Series 10

Virtual

11/05/2026

ABYC Online Training: https://abycinc.org/events/event list.asp

National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA)

Paddlesports Trade Coalition

Montgomery, AL

10/14/2026 - 10/16/2026

State RBS Workshop

Lexington, KY

02/24/2027 - 02/25/2027

National Marine Manufacturers Association (NMMA)

International Boatbuilders Exhibition
and Conference (IBEX) Trade Show

Tampa, Florida

10/06/2026 - 10/08/2026

Engineering Compliance Seminar

Knoxville, TN

12/08/2026 - 12/10/2026

American Boating Congress (ABC)

Washington, DC

Boat and Trade Shows: Worldwide Boat Show Calendar (hnmma.org)

05/17/2076 - 05/19/2027

Websites of Note:

uscgboating.org - U.S. Coast Guard’s Boating Safety Division
Facebook.com/USCG Boating Safety - U.S. Coast Guard Boating Safety

safeafloat.com - Recreational Boating Product Assurance Branch Boat Building Compliance Website
abycinc.org - American Boat and Yacht Council
nmma.org - National Marine Manufacturers Association

nasbla.org - National Association of State Boating Law Administrators (NASBLA)

Email Addresses of Note:

rbscompliance@uscg.mil - for all manufacturer inquiries except for MICs
rbsinfo@uscg.mil - for general boating safety questions
MICAPP@uscg.mil - for all inquiries related to manufacturer’s identification codes (MIC)

TypeApproval@uscg.mil - for all inquiries about equipment and materials that receive Coast Guard
approval (life jackets, visual distress signals, inflatable life rafts, etc.)
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Boat Building

Are you Building a Canoe or a Power Driven Vessel?.............ccccooveveveveverenencnnn. Fall 2020, Issue 95
Manufacturer Statement of Origin............ooviiiiiiiiiii i eeaens Spring 2024, Issue 102
Boat Kits

Kit Boat Manufacturers and Coast Guard Safety Standards and Regulations....... December 2013, Issue 87
Kit Boat Manufacturers and CG Standards....................ccooeiniineineiiiennenn.. March 2007, Issue 85

Backyard Boat Builders
Backyard Built Boats; Things You May Not Know....................cocoeeineinnn.. Spring 2016, Issue 89

Boating Safety Circular
100th Issue Boating Safety Circular.................oooiiiiiiiiiiii e, Spring 2023, Issue 100
A Short History of the Boating Safety Circular.....................cccoeiiiininin... Spring 2023, Issue 100

Carbon Monoxide

Boating and Carbon Monoxide Poisoning a Dangerous Combination............... August 2008, Issue 86
Carbon Monoxide Brochure .............coooiiiiiiiiii e January 2004, Issue 84
Carbon Monoxide Hazard Mitigation Revisited..................coooiiiiiiiiiii., Fall 2014, Issue 88
Coast Guard Advisory On Carbon Monoxide Hazard Caused By Generator Ex-

haust Gas ACCUMUIATIONS ......iuuiititt ettt et e et e e e enreaneanans August 2008, Issue 86
Decals ABYC and NMMA Carbon Monoxide Warning Decals...................... March 2001, Issue 82
Certification

Does the Coast Guard Certify Boats?........ccceciviieiieriieienieeieeeeesee e Spring 2016, Issue 89
Citations/Violations

Notice of VIOIAtioN. ... .....ouueiiii e e Fall 2014, Issue 88
Summary of MIBS 2019 Inspection Citations by Type.........coovvviiiiiiiiiinnnnnn Spring 2019, Issue 92

Compliance Program

Compliance INSPECLOT. ... ..veiie it Fall 2023, Issue 101
Compliance Testing Policy Guidelines..............ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiean, September 2003, Issue 83
Factory Visit Program..............oooiiiiiiiii e January 2004, Issue 84
Meet the Newest Compliance InSpector............o.eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniinan, Fall 2023, Issue 101
Recreational Boat Factory Visit ..........cocoiiiiiiiiiiiii i, March 2001, Issue 82
Recreational Boat Factory Visit Program.................ooovviiiiiiniiiiniiienn, December 2013, Issue 87
Recreational Boat Testing and Compliance Program......................c.ocoeuinini. Fall 2014, Issue 88
Update on Recreational Boat Factory Visit Program.......................oovinn September 2003, Issue 83
When the USCG Buys Your Boat for Testing...........c.coooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieinnn, Spring 2021, Issue 96
Coast Guard Announces New Certification Available for Recreational Vessel

MANUTACTUTETS. . .ottt et e e e e Spring 2025

Electric Boats
The Coast Guard and ABYC Announce Virtual Forum to Discuss
Issues Related to E1eCtric BOAtS. .. . .un ettt Fall 2021, Issue 97

Electric PropulSion. .............oie.ei e, Fall 2022, Issue 99
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Continued from page 8

Remote Fuel Delivery Grant...................ccoouuieiueeiiiiiieeiiie e, Fall 2020, Issue 95
U.S. Coast Guard Boat Inspection and Test Data...............c..ccvvveineeeniinenn., Spring 2023, Issue 100
U.S Coast Guard Boat Inspection and Test Data for 2023.................ccoeuene.n. Spring 2024, Issue 102
ReCAll TraCKING. ... ettt Fall 2024, Issue 103
Engines

Is a gasoline outboard kicker too much horsepower?..........ccccveeveeeeeeviineeeeeenrenen Spring 2017, Issue 90

Exemptions and Equivalencies

Grant of Exemption: AN OVEIVIEW .........coiuiriririiiiiieee e, Spring 2017, Issue 90
Mudboat and Airboat Exemptions EXpired..............ccccoeuiiiiniiniiaiiiainia, Fall 2024, Issue 103
Coast Guard Exercises Equivalency Authority...............cooooiiiiin Spring 2025, Issue 104

Frequently Asked Questions
FAQs for Engine Cut Off Switches, Manufacturers Identification Codes and Nav-

TEAtION LIRS, ... .ottt Fall 2021, Issue 97
Flotation

Best Manufacturing Practices in Quality Controls for Flotation Foam in )

Recreational Vessels. . ... ..o Spring 2022, Issue 98
Fuel

Fuel Tank Pressure Test # Fuel System Pressure Test............c..ccuvvueiiuennnnn. Spring 2021, Issue 96
Pain in the GaS.........oiveiii e, March 2007, Issue 85
Hulls

Bare Hulls; What Are TREY?.........ccovoiivieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e December 2013, Issue 87
Boats vs. Bare HUILS. ..........coouiiiieiie e March 2007, Issue 85

Hull Identification Number (HIN)

Country of Origin Codes and HINS.............coviiiiiiniiiiiiiiiieeeee e, September 2003, Issue 83
Final Rule: Country of Origin Codes and HINS................cooooiiiiiiiiininnn. Spring 2019, Issue 92
HINS for Racing VESSElS. ........ouuiuiiiiii e Spring 2019, Issue 92
New Hull Identification Number Policy Announcement................................ Fall 2023, Issue 101
verification of Hull Identification Number...................cooouviiiiiiiiiieeiieinenn, Fall 2014, Issue 88
Importer

Responsibility of a Recreational Boat IMpoOrter. ...............oovvvvieiiiiniinineiinnn, Spring 2016, Issue 89
Sale of Foreign-Built Boats by ImpoOrters. .............ooeviiiiiiiiiiieiiieiiaieieenn December 2013, Issue 87
Labels

Capacity Label 101 — Back To The Basics..........c.ocueuiiniuiiniiiiniieinaieennns., Spring 2019, Issue 92
Certification Label ReqUITEMENTS. .. ...........cvueuneineieeineieieieieieeeee e, Spring 2020, Issue 94
Proper Capacity Label Placement. ...............c.oouiiniiniiiiiiiiieieie i Spring 2020, Issue 94

Management

Case Management. . .......uuinitet it e e e Spring 2019, Issue 92
Coast Guard Conducting Study to Improve Nation’s Shallow Draft Waterways
ATON SYSTEML. ...ttt e Fall 2020, Issue 95
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Defect Notification—When is a Recall Necessary and Who Initiates One?

(Recall Series Part 1 0 2)....oouiiiiieiiii e e e e Spring 2023, Issue 100
Defect Notification Procedures and Best Management Practices (Recall Series

Part 2 Of 2. Fall 2023, Issue 101
NeWw EMail. .. ..o e e Spring 2022, Issue 98

Manufacturers Identification Code (MIC)

Coast Guard Manufacturer Identification Code Database.............................. December 2013, Issue 87
Manufacturer ID Codes. ....ovviiiiiiiiiii e March 2007, Issue 85
Manufacturer Identification Code (MIC) Data.............ccccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiinnn., August 2008, Issue 86
New Point of Contact for Manufacturer’s Identification Codes....................... Fall 2018, Issue 91
Verity Company Information in the MIC Database.................c.cooviiiinne.. Spring 2024, Issue 102
Reminder to Update Your MIC Registration..............oovvviiiiiniiiiiiiininnannnn Fall 2019, Issue 93

Navigation Lights

Final Rule; Certification of Navigation Lights.....................oL. September 2003, Issue 83
Manufacturer’s Responsibilities for Obstructed Navigation Lights .................. Spring 2021, Issue 96
Navigation Lights, The rules are for your safety...............coooviiiiiiiiiiiiinnn, Spring 2016, Issue 89
Recreational Boat Manufactures: Subpart M-Navigation Lights...................... March 2007, Issue 85
Sidelight Sector ITumination..........c.oouvitiitietiiiier e ceeieaeaaans Fall 2020, Issue 95
Office of Boating Safety

Departure of Mr. Lou Novak.........ooiiiiii e Spring 2021, Issue 96
Mr. Po Chang Retires from BSX-23..... ... Fall 2020, Issue 95
New Point of Contact for Manufacturer’s Identification Codes....................... Fall 2022, Issue 99
Now lell’lg' ............................................................................................................. Spr]ng 2021, Issue 96
Personnel Changes in the Office of Auxiliary & Boating Safety and the

Recreational Boating Product Assurance Branch..........................oooni Spring 2021, Issue 96
Two New Engineers Join the Recreational Boating Product Assurance Branch....  Fall 2021, Issue 97
Staff Member Retirement. .............oooiiiiiiiiiiiii e Fall 2024, Issue 103
New Point of Contact for Manufacturer’s Identification Codes....................... Fall 2025, Issue 105
The United States Coast Guard Launches the 2026 National Recreational Boating

Safety Survey .................................................................................. Sprlng 2026, Issue 106
Personal Flotation Device (PFD)

Belt Pack Inflatable PFD Tests (1)......cooviiiiiiiiii e January 2004, Issue 84
Belt Pack Inflatable PFD Tests (2)......covviiiiiiii i January 2004, Issue 84
Lifejacket Approval Harmonization................ccooeviiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiniannanan Fall 2018, Issue 91
Policy

Coast Guard’s Recreational Boating Policies for Manufacturers..................... Spring 2024, Issue 102
Coast Guard’s New Defect Notification Policy..............ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinn Spring 2026, Issue 106
Propeller Guard

Propeller Guard Test Procedure Report .............cooiiiiiiiiiiii December 2013, Issue 87
Regulatory

EQUIVALENCY . ..ttt e Fall 2023, Issue 101
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Frank LoBiondo Coast Guard Authorization Act of 2018.....................oeal. January 2004, Issue 84
MOAEL Y@AT. ...ttt e Fall 2018, Issue 91
Mudboat and Airboat Flotation Exemptionto End..........................co Spring 2022, Issue 98
New Engine Cut-Off Switch Law Goes Into Effect on April 1, 2021................ Spring 2021, Issue 96
Safe Loading and Flotation Regulations................ccooviiiiiiiiiiii i, December 2013, Issue 87

Risk Mitigation Series

USCG/ABYC Risk Mitigation Series 4: Staying Current with Electrification...... Spring 2023, Issue 100
USCG/ABYC Risk Mitigation Series 5: Navigating Compliance in the Age of

Evolving Technology.......o.viniiiii e Fall 2023, Issue 101
USCG/ABYC Risk Mitigation Series 6: Don’t Be a Statistic: Data Saves Lives... Spring 2024, Issue 102
Risk Mitigation Series 7: Evolving Technologies, Standards & Requirements in

the Marine Industry. ..o Fall 2024, Issue 103
USCG/ABYC Risk Mitigation Series 8: Gasoline Fuel Systems—Evolution and

0] 1010 13 817 Spring 2025, Issue 104
USCG/ABYC Risk Mitigation Series 9: Plugs, Pigtails, and Pre-wired Chargers,

Oh My! Updates with ABY C......oiuiiiiii e Fall 2025, Issue 105
USCG/ABYC Risk Mitigation Series 10 - Be Informed and Prepared: Emerging

Technologies and INSPECIONS.......euiutiieieeii it Spring 2026, Issue 106
Safety

After 31 December 2006 Boaters Must Not Operate 121.5/243 MHZ EPIRB...... March 2007, Issue 85
Alternatives to Pyrotechnic Distress Signals............c.cooooviiiiiiiiiiii., Fall 2018, Issue 91
Coast Guard Infoline Termination.............coooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiia, August 2008, Issue 86
Conducting Drills For Your Kids.........cooviiiiiiii e Spring 2017, Issue 90
Don’t Build a Boat without Them..................ooo Spring 2020, Issue 94
Hull Reflective Stripe Can Save Lives........ocvviiriiiiiiiiiiiiii i Fall 2014, Issue 88
My Boat is Defective...0r 1S 1t7.....oiiiieieiieii et Spring 2017, Issue 90
National Boating Safety Advisory Council............c.coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiin.. Fall 2018, Issue 91
News from CPSC.....oi August 2008, Issue 86
Switlik Liferaft Inflation System Defect..............coooiiiiiiiii, August 2008, Issue 86
We’ve Gotan App for That..........ooiiiiii Spring 2016, Issue 89
What is a Substantial Risk Safety Defect?.........cccevvviieviiiviienienieceeeeeeeeeenn Fall 2022, Issue 99
Why do Boatbuilders Need to Follow the Regulations?............ccccveveevieieieviennenane. Fall 2025, Issue 105

Technical Information Reports
ABYC To Develop a New Technical Information Report for eFoils and Jet-

DOATAS. . . et Spring 2026, Issue 106
Texas Flats Boats

Shallow Water Boats Including Texas Flats Boats Stability Study Update......... Spring 2016, Issue 89
Texas Flats Boat Stability Study...........cooiiiiiiiiiiii e Fall 2014. Tssue 88
Ventilation

Openings in Ventilation SYStemMS. .......ooviiiiiiitii i eeanennes March 2007 Issue 85
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Recalls (uscgboating.org)

2026

FOUR SONS
Campaign #
Year:

Model:
Problem:

26CG0010

2025

Coastal Skiff 145
Flotation/stability

SEASTORM UNITED STATES LLC

Campaign # 26CG0011

Year: 2025

Model: SEASTORM 14

Problem: Flotation/stability

MI TIDE BOATS LLC

Campaign # 26CG0012

Year: 2025

Model(s): V1620 CC

Problem: Flotation/stability, max horsepower, nav

lights

MALIBU MONSOON ENGINES

Campaign #
Year:
Model(s):

26MF0305
2024—2026

MY2024-MY2026 Monsoon 5.3L
sterndrive engines — US MY2024-

MY2026 Monsoon 5.3L sterndrive
engines - Intl MY2024-MY2026
Monsoon 6.2L sterndrive engines - US
MY2024-MY2026 Monsoon 6.2L
sterndrive engine

Problem: Potential for the shift/throttle control
system software to not recognize a rapid
operator shift input between forward and
reverse

MJM YACHTS LLC

Campaign # 26MF0338

Year: 2025

Model(s): MIM 4, MIM 42, MIM 47X, MIM 47R

Problem: Inverter/charger installed in the machinery
space does not carry a certification as
ignition protected.

MONTARA INC

Campaign # 26MF0427

Year: 2026

Model(s): EVO, Surf Boss

Problem: On boats equipped with hydraulic
steering, the bracket that mounts the
steering cylinder to the hull may fail.
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